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EDITORIAL 


Say what you will about getting back on schedule, 
it sure doesn't leave you a lot of time to write 
editorials. But this time we need space to an- 
nounce something anyway, namely: 


A CONTEST! 


Here's the gist of it. Poor Stan Sakai is confused. 
Why, you ask? Well, it’s not because Mark 
Evanier sent him another script for Groo the 
Wanderer scribbled in catsup on a Wendy's 
napkin. Nor is it because he's finally so far ahead 
on Usagi Yojimbo that his editor asked him to 
please take a few weeks off so we could clear away 
the mountain of upcoming Usagi stones from our 
“outgoing” bin. Nor is Stan baffled because 
Eclipse sent him 53 pages of Kamui to re-letter 
with all the dialogue mysteriously translated in- 
to Finnish, It’s not even that he’s dazed by the 
excruciatingly ingenious way in which Kim 
Thompson managed to plug all his other projects 
at the same time in this paragraph. 

No, Stan's confusion is the one that a funny- 
animal cartoonist always dreads: HE’S NOT 
SURE WHAT KIND OF ANIMAL HERMY IS! 

Now, if you read Usagi Yojimbo, you know 
that Stan is generally crystal clear—limpid, even 
—on matters of zoological classification such as 
this. Rabbits, monkeys, turtles, pigs, rhinoceros- 
eroseroseroses (sorry, got carried away)—they all 
strut proudly through the pages of Usagi, in- 
stantly identifiable as specific members of the 
animal kingdom. 

Not so poor Hermy. His monumental lack of 
self-awareness extends all the way to his very 
being. 

Well, Stan figures that he may be smart, but 
7,000 Critters readers, even if each were invidu- 
ally dumb as a post (which of course you fine pay- 
ing customeres aren't), collectively are smarter 
even than he. 

So the gauntlet is thrown down: Figure out 
what kind of animal Hermy is and win a prize! 

First prize is an original drawing from Stan, 
suitable for framing. Additional prizes, consisting 
mostly of subscriptions to Usagi Yojimbo and/or 
Critters, will be awarded according to the whims 
and biases of Stan, with input from Ye Editor in 
case Stan isn’t whimsical or biased enough. 

All entries should be sent to ‘NAME THAT 
CRITTER,”’ 1800 Bridgegate Street #101, West- 
lake Village, CA 91361. The deadline is June Ist 
according to postmark, but if you're a couple of 
days late you can just set back your company’s 
postage meter like I do in cases like this. 

This is an essay question, so don’t shirk your 
duties by just jotting down ‘‘dog’’ or ‘‘giraffe’’ 
or “'jabberwock"’—argue your position strenuous- 
ly, so we can print your letters and make fun of 
the more bizarre ones. 

The letters page will return next issue if you're 
all good. Make that darn good, I’m in a demand- 
ing mood this month. —KIM THOMPSON 
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... | NEEDED THOSE 
BRAINS FOR FURTHER 
TESTS! WHATS GOING 

“RO HAPPEN WHEN | 

Pm EXPLAIN HOW YOU 
\ LOST THEM700 Ps! 


HEH.+.:\WELL Now, BONS, THERES 
NO REAL REASON To WORK 
QURSELVES INTO & TizZY, 

~ NOW 5 THERE. .. 


hy 20 FAR HAS GoNe JUST DANDY.-. AND SO THAT MEANS SR 
Be WE CAN GO RIGHT AHEAD ONTO THe NEXT STAGE GF... Gi 
h OUR LITTLE PRoyECT! 


BUNGLING! HE'S PUTTING 
A LOT OF MONEY INTO 
THIS! 


IT SURE SEEN To ME, FELLAS, THAT THE TESTING § 


PETER KUPER’S 


New aah 


1988 Peter Kuper ' 


Peter Kuper’s New York, New York. 84 pages, black-and-white and 
color. Available at fine comics specialty stores, or directly from the 
publisher for $9.95 + $2.00 postage and handling: Fantagraphics 
Books, 1800 Bridgegate Street, Suite 101, Westlake Village, CA 91361. 


“It is Peter Kuper’s bent to find the personality lurking 
within the inanimate and pull it to the surface in all its 
ironic glory.” —Print Magazine 


“Armed with an unpredictable imagination and a wildly 
inventive pen, Peter Kuper’s stalked the modern urban 
nightmare, harpooned it, and dragged it back alive in the 
pages of this book. 

“This long-overdue collection of his work—sometimes 
shocking, sometimes appallingly funny—makes an ideal 
guidebook for anyone who's ever found himself wander- 
ing through the wilds of our scariest and most seduc- 
tive city.” —T.E.D. Klein 

author, The Ceremonies 


“When | first met Peter Kuper 

| liked him. 

He was good, 

he was fast 

and he lived next door. 

A perfect set up for an art director 

under a newspaper deadline. 

Then | read New York, New York— 

now I'm in love.” —Beth Williams 
art director, New York Times 


‘Peter Allen, an entertainer, once said that the hippest 
people in New York all came from somewhere else. Peter 
Kuper, as hip as his Cleveland confreres Robert Crumb 
and Harvey Pekar, confirms Allen’s dictum—reading 
Kuper’s New York, New York makes me remember why 
I'm glad | don’t live there any more.” 

—Howard Chaykin 


“Peter Kuper’s work is what they usually mean when 
they refer to Art in the graphic story medium (i.., 
comics). Doesn't matter. It's pretty damn good anyway!” 

—Walter Simonson 


Welcome to the Fantagraphics 


ADVENTURES OF CAPT. JACK 


Adventures of Captain Jack #3: 
Part 2 of ‘Sat. Night”: Herman and 
Beezlebub visit the netherworld. 


Adventures of Captain Jack #4: 
Maniacal astronauts and a batty 
back-up strip. 


Adventures of Captain Jack #5: 
“Farmer Fred, I’m In Love With Your 
Daughter” Part 1: Arrival on Janet's 
planet. (This is the one that drove the 
distributors nuts around the country.) 


Adventures of Captain Jack #6: 
Part 2: Herman and Janet decide to 
go away together. 

Adventures of Captain Jack #7: Part 
3: Beezlebub intrudes in Herman and 
Janet's relationship. 

Adventures of Captain Jack #8: A 
daring escape, the Captain in drag, 
and more. 

Adventures of Captain Jack #9: 
Pool hustling with Saturated Fats, and 
the conclusion of the storyline! 


CRITTERS 


Critters #4: Gnuff and Birthright con- 
tinue, Lionheart premieres, and the 
first Ken Macklin cover painting! 


Critters #5: Birthright continues, the 
first Gnuff novel concludes (with a 
cover), plus Stan Sakai’s Nilson 
Groundthumper! 


Critters #6: Usagi Yojimbo tale with 
cover, Birthright concludes, and the 
first Firecracker Jack by Mark 
Armstrong! 


COPYRIGHT © RESPECTIVE ARTISTS: Freddy Milton, Bob Foster, Reed Waller and Kate Worley, Steve Lafier, Stan Sakal, Mike Kazaleh, Milton Knight, Sam Kieth, Steven A. Galecci, Ty Templeton 


Critters #8: Jack Bunny by cover art- 
ist Mark Armstrong, Templeton Kelly 
tribute, and Lionheart begins. 


Critters #9: Hallowe'en issue with 
Gnuff behind a mask, Lionheart's 
nightmare, and Dog Boy. 


Critters #10: Usagi Yojimbo cover/ 
story, plus Gnuff and Lionheart. 


Critters #12: Birthright returns, plus 
Waller/Worley, and Sam Kieth! 


Critters #13: Gnuff cover, plus Birth- 
right and Mark Armstrong. 


Critters #14: Usagi Yojimbo story and 
cover, plus Birthright and Gnuff. 


Critters #15: Blue Beagle and Fission 
Chicken, and Birthright races on! 


Critters #16: Gnuff ends, another 
Nilson Groundthumper story by Sakai, 
and Birthright! 


Critters #17: Lionheart returns, plus 
the conclusion of Birthright. 


Critters #18: Leggo Lamb by Jim 
Engel premieres. Also, the conclu- 
sion to Lionheart, and Blue Beagle. 


Critters #19: Gnuff returns, plus Sam 
and Max, Freelance Police, Lizards, 
and Fission Chicken. 


Critters #20: SpeakingStone by Wal- 
ler/Worley, Gnuff and Fission Chicken. 


Critters #21: More Gnuff, Lizards, Fis- 
sion Chicken—32 pages worth—plus 
a Sam Kieth cover! 


Critters #22: Watchmen cover paro- 
dy for Blue Beagle story, plus Gnuff, 
Fission Chicken, and Ambrose. 


Critters #23: Christmas issue with 
Gnuff, Lizards, Fission Chicken, Lion- 
heart, as well as strips by Marc 
Schirmeister, Sam Kieth, Tim Fuller, 
Mike Kazaleh, Bob Conway, Ty 
Templeton and Anthony Van Bruggen 
—plus a flexidisc with songs per- 
formed by Templeton & Alan Moore! 


Critters #24: Gnuff continues, plus 
Lizards and Fission Chicken. 


Critters #25: The return of Lionheart, 
plus Gnuff and Angst. 


Critters #26: Angst cover by Van 
Horn, plus Gnuff and Lionheart. 


Critters Special #1—Nilson Ground- 
thumper and Hermy: Both the Albedo 
stories, plus a new 10-page strip! 


DOG BOY 


Dog Boy #1: Journey off into surreal 
experiences with ‘Werewolf Bikers” 
and more! 


Dog Boy #2: Sir lsaac Newton guest 
stars as reality unravels. 


Dog Boy #3: Dog Boy shows how to 
publish your own comic book. 


Dog Boy #4: Dog Boy goes to Hell, 
plus Dog Girl invades the White 
House. Guest starring Reagan! 


Dog Boy #5: An experiment misfires, 
and Dog Boy and Benb combine to 
form. ..Dogb! Oh no! 


Dog Boy #6: ‘Drinkin’ Man's Blues,’ 
with a striking painted cover. 

Dog Boy #7: Jazzy issue exploring 
Dog Boy's multiple personalities! 
Dog Boy #8: Alfred Knoot starts a 
new newspaper, Dog Girl goes graf- 
fiti-crazy, and more! 

Dog Boy #9: Dancing with the cats, 
Dog Girl in jail, Benb goes crazy! 


HUGO 
Hugo #1: Milton (Midnite) Knight's 
feline ‘‘Meets the Baron.” 
Hugo #2: Hugo becomes a car- 
toonist and gets into deep trouble. 


Hugo #3: Hugo is abducted by mer- 
maids and fights sharks. 


MYRON MOOSE 


Myron Moose Funnies #1: Lots of 
goofy snot jokes, plus parodies of Dr. 
Seuss and Uncle Wriggly books. 


Myron Moose Funnies #2: Parodies 
Batman, Mickey Mouse, Spirit, more. 


Myron Moose Funnies #3: ‘‘Comic 
Book Fans,’ and more silly snot. 


USAGI YOJIMBO 
Usagi Yojimbo #1 (2nd printing): 
Usagi journeys tells how he became 
a samurai. Plus: Dennis Fujitake! 


Usagi Yojimbo #2: Usagi goes into 
training and has his first duel. 


Usagi Yojimbo #3: The continuation 
of ‘Samurai,’ and a ‘‘Croakers”’ strip 
by Don Dougherty. 


PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING BACK ISSUES. 
All are $2.25 apiece unless otherwise indicated. 


Capt. Jack: 143 (i#4 #5 


#7 #8 #9 


Usagi Yojimbo #4: The conclusion 
to Usagi’s origin, and the first half of 
a penguin strip by Gary Kato. 
Usagi Yojimbo #5: A one-issue tale 
of silk, treachery, and greed, and the 
end of the penguin tale by Kato. 


Usagi Yojimbo #6: Usagi vs. a water 
elemental, plus two more Usagi tales! 
Usagi Yojimbo #7: Usagi makes a 
friend, plus Phil Yeh! 


Usagi Yojimbo #8: A difficult assign- 
ment, plus Tom Luth. 


BOOKS, MAGAZINES, 
AND OTHER STUFF 


Usagi Yojimbo Book One: Every 
Usagi Yojimbo story before Usagi #1 
collected in one handy 160-page vol- 
ume, with a new Stan Sakai cover. 


Amazing Heroes #9: Behind the 
scenes of DC's Captain Carrot comic 
with Scott Shaw! and Roy Thomas. 
Plus a funny-animal pictorial. 


Amazing Heroes #42: Funny-animal 
issue with Joshua Quagmire cover 
and interview. Plus: Arn Saba on Neil 
the Horse and Dave Sim on Cerebus! 


Amazing Heroes #111: Ty Templeton 
(of Critters) interviewed. It's funny. 


Amazing Heroes #129: Interviews 
with Steven A. Gallacci and Freddy 
Milton, ‘‘Why | Draw Funny Animals” 
by various, the new Mighty Mouse 
show, plus more! 


The Comics Journal #73: Carl Barks 
featured, with long retrospective. 


The Comics Journal #82-83: Mam- 
moth interview with Dave (Cerebus 
the Aardvark) Sim. 


The Comics Journal #99: Big inter- 
view with Arn (Neil the Horse) Saba. 


Anything Goes! #3: Featuring a full- 
color Captain Jack story by Mike Kaz- 
aleh, Cerebus vignette by Dave Sim, 
and Cerebus cover by Neal Adams. 


Anything Goes! #6: Cover painting 
by Stan Sakai of Usagi Yojimbo, 
worth the cover price. 


NEMO #21: 28 pages of Jack Kent's 
classic King Aroo strip—a treat for 
classic funny-animal lovers! 


Critters: (1#4 (145 (1#6 (188 [#9 [1#10 [1#12 [1413 name 
#14 #15 #16 | #17 | #18 #19 #20 
#21 #22 (parody cover) | #22 (normal cover) 
[1#23 ($4.25) ()#24 — (#25 #26 address 
12-issue subscription to Critters: $17.00 
Critters Special: || #1 Hugo: || #1 #2 [#3 
Dog Boy ($2.00): (141 [#2 [#3 [#4 [#5 [#6 (#7 city 
#8 #9 
6-issue subscription to Dog Boy: $8.00 
state 


Myron Moose ($2.00): #1 #2 
Usagi Yojimbo: — #1 #2 (#3 


Amazing Heroes ($3.00): |) #9 


|) 12-issue subscription to Amazing Heroes: $25.00 


The Comics Journal ($3.50): #73 
9-issue subscription to The Comics Journal: $25.00 


NEMO ($4.00): [#21 


Anything Goes: ()#3 (#6 


1 #82 


#3 


#4 (#5 [#6 #7 
#8 (|\Book One: $10.00 
) 6-issue subscription to Usagi Yojimbo: $9.00 


(#111 [#129 


(1 #83 #99 


zip 


NOTE: You must be 18 years or older to 
order Captain Jack, Dog Boy, Hugo, or 
Myron Moose. 


Send all orders to Fantagraphics Books, 
1800 Bridgegate Road, Suite 101, 
Westlake Village, CA 91361. Outside U.S. 
and Canada, please add 15% to cover addi- 
tional postage. Oh, and don't forget which 
little piggy it was that went to market. 
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